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Clarke comes away big from ACTF 


sam dugan 
editor 


On December 21, the drama 
department's fall production of 
“The Glass Menagerie” was se- 
lected to participate in the Ken- 
nedy Center's regional Ameri- 
can College Theater Festival 
(ACTF). The festival took place 
January 20 through January 26 
at the University of Nebraska 
Johnny Carson School of The- 
ater & Film. 

This year’s ACTF's were a suc- 
cess for Clarke, and a major ac- 
complishment for one individ- 
ual in particular, sophomore 
music major Adam O'Dell. 

Clarke University participates 
in ACTF Region 5, competing 
among schools throughout the 
Midwest. Each year, the ACTF 
Region 5 selects four produc- 
tions for performance in its re- 
gional festival. 

Adam was awarded the Cer- 
tificate of Merit for Original 
Score and the National Award 
for Excellence in Sound De- 
sign. 

"The Certificate of Merit is 
based on effectiveness in the 
show based on the perfor- 


e 


The cast of “The Glass Menagerie.” Adam O'Dell, Carrie Pieper, Valerie 


Heitzman, Austin Rea, and Ben Graham surrounds Carol Blitgen, BVM, 


director and Clarke professor emerita. 


mance itself, and the National 
Sound Design award is based 
on my presentation (display | 
created on my process, artistic 
statement, sound plots, etc),” 
explains Adam. "The Certifi- 
cate of Merit was one of two in 


the region for Original Score, 
and for the National Award, | 
am one of eight in America.” 
Adam won both of these hon- 
ors for his original score for the 
production of “The Glass Me- 
nagerie.” 


‘The Certificate of Merit was 
a complete surprise,” says 
Adam. "I didn't actually realize 
it existed until they announced 
that I had won it at the opening 
ceremonies. That was an award 
they had adjudicated while 
watching the “Glass Menager- 
ie” here at Clarke, then decided 
on before opening night of the 
festival. The National Award 
for Sound Design Excellence 
I had known about ahead of 
time. In fact, it's what I spent 
my Christmas break working 
on. The critics decided on that 
award during the week.” 

Adam has also been invited 
to Washington D.C. to attend 
workshops and work with oth- 
er professionals in his field. 

"The bulk of my time there 
will be spent doing workshops 
all day every day,” says Adam. 
“I will also be presenting my 
sound design to critics at the 
national festival.” 

Adam's work will also be fea- 
tured at the Regional Society of 
Composers festival for his own 
piece for percussion called 

story continued on page 4 


Computer Center working on solving slow Wi Fi 


rachel armstrong 
staff writer 


As Clarke students start writ- 
ing their first research papers 
of the semester, along with the 
occasional checking of Face- 
book and Twitter, there may 
be only one question in mind: 
Will I be able to connect to the 
internet? 

This past fall, students were 
having problems connecting 
to the Wi-Fi here on campus. 
With only getting Wi-Fi in cer- 
tain parts of the school, and 
sometimes only being con- 
nected for 10 minutes until 
the connection was lost, it was 
a day-to-day battle for many 
students. 

“1 feel like probably every 
single student here at Clarke 
has had Wi-Fi issues at some 
point,” said Clarke junior Josh 
Hall. “I think they do a good 
job of providing access almost 
everywhere on campus, but 
the Wi Fi definitely has issues 
with dropping signal or not 


Sophomore Felicia Klostermann 
uses her Wi-Fi connection in her 
dorm room. 


being as strong in some areas.” 

The Keller Computer Center 
was busy working on the issue 
all last semester, but students 
still had problems with it. 
“Whenever I go to do home- 
work, | always end up having 
to use an Ethernet cord be- 
cause the wireless connection 
will not let me connect,” said 
Clarke sophomore Maegen 
Ashens. 

Although Ethernet cords as 
well as computer labs are avail- 


able to all students, this limits 
students’ options as to where 
they can do homework. Many 
students like to do their home- 
work on their laptops in places 
where there is not always an 
Ethernet outlet to connect their 
Ethernet cord to. This issue 
poses an inconvenience for 
students who need to connect 
to the internet often in order to 
complete homework. 

For some students, however, 
getting internet access never 
seems to be an issue. “My ex- 
perience with Clarke's Wi-Fi 
has always been a positive 
one,” said Clarke sophomore, 
Felicia Klostermann. “I never 
have any issues while trying to 
connect to the Wi-Fi.” 

Junior Charles Deneen never 
seems to have any Wi-Fi prob- 
lems either. “I only use the 
Wi-Fi while | am in my room 
in Mary Jo or when | am in the 
library, and | never have any 
issues,” said Charles. 


Clarke’s Director of Informa- 
tion Technology, Karen Ger- 
hard says the school is in the 
process of fixing the problem. 
“The Wi-Fi issue is like a mov- 
ing target,” said Gerhard. 
“You buy enough bandwidth 
to meet the demand, but as 
more electronic devices try to 
connect to the Wi-Fi each day, 
Clarke’s bandwidth can only 
handle so much traffic.” 
Bandwidth is the amount of 
megabits per second (Mbsp) or 
in other words, “traffic” that 
the Wi-Fi can handle. This past 
fall semester, the bandwidth 
was doubled to 100 Mbsp, 
and come next fall, it will once 
again be doubled to 200 Mbsp. 
in order to meet the growing 
demand for Wi-Fi connection. 
One of the tips that Gerhard 
mentioned in order to receive 
faster internet connection is 
to use an Ethernet cord when 
doing something that requires 
more bandwidth. Someone 
story continued on page 2 
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Onesie fashion craze hits 


ethan abney 
editor 


Do you remember as a 
kid running around in your 
little onesie or your foo- 
tie pajamas, wishing you 
could wear them forever? 

If so, you're in luck because 
onesie pajamas are back, and 
not just for kids, for adults 
as well. This past Christ- 
mas they were one of the 
hottest gifts in the UK with 
thousands of people wak- 
ing up Christmas morning to 
find a onesie under the tree. 

Onesies are no longer just 
for bedtime; they are a fash- 
ion statement that is sweeping 
the country. People all over 
the UK are throwing one- 
sie parties and going out to 
walk their dog in their onesie. 

In the UK a “Guardian” sur- 
vey showed that one in every 
eight people now owns an adult 
onesie. Everyone from famous 
soccer players like Mario Balo- 
telli to pop stars such as Justin 


shelly graybill 
staff writer 


“Circle, circle. Dot, dot. Now 
ou’ve got your cootie shot.” 
Everyone has played the child- 
ood game to protect friends 
from getting the dreaded ail- 
ment, and possibly avoiding 
those who already have “coo- 
ties.” 

The Clarke University Dra- 
ima Department is presenting, 
“Cootie Shots,” a play about 
these childhood ways, as they 
teach children about diversity 
and tolerance of those who 
eem different. 

This serious issue is presented 
in a fun, lighthearted manner 
through a collection of short 
plays, poems, and songs, writ- 
ten and adapted by Max Mc- 


Bieber and the crew of One 
Direction are wearing these 
comfy, cozy, pajamas, and they 
are wearing them everywhere. 

Now this newfound fashion 
is making its way across the 
ocean to us here in the States. 
Over this past holiday sea- 
son it was a trend in the U.S. 
to get a onesie of your own. 

Now, not everyone agrees 
with this fashion statement. 

Onesies were voted worst 
fashion trend of 2012, by 
The “Independent,” a_Brit- 
ish newspaper out of London. 
Jess Cartner-Morley of “The 
Guardian,” said “Worst ideas 
of 2012: the onesie, not even 
singer Cheryl Cole looks 
good in a giant babygrow.” 

And yet people still love 
there onesies and continue to 
wear them all over the place. 

Several Clarke — stu- 
dents actually have their 
very own onesie already. 


larke 


UNIVERSITY 


Ld 
Nett, recent Clarke alum. “I 
think it is exciting to work with 
an original piece and I always 
enjoy when alums come back 
to work with us,” said student 
director Carrie Pieper. 

The play is intended for chil- 
dren ages 5-12 who will learn 
about showing respect to all 
races, genders, and ages. 
“Essentially the play promotes 
tolerance and brings to light 
the negative effects of bully- 
ing, something very topical in 
schools today,” said Joe Klin- 
ebriel, faculty director of “Coo- 
tie Shots. ” 

But this show isn’t just for 
the kids. 

“Although it is geared toward 


“I love my footie pajamas,” 
said Grace Gordon, junior 
nursing major. “They are so 
comfortable and warm. I wear 
mine all the time when I’m 
sitting around the house.” 

It seems that when the 
day is done and classes are 
all over the onesie is pulled 
out and it is time to lounge 
in warmth and comfort. 

My onesie has zebra faces 
on the feet—which I love” 
said sophomore biology ma- 
jor Megan Franklin. “It’s 
also a bonus that it is warm 
for a Dubuque winter.” 

Erin Anthernat, senior busi- 
ness major said, “my favor- 
ite thing about my onesie 
is the fashion statement it 
makes; it is a zebra print.” 

So the onesie is work- 
ing its comfortable way 
across the pond from the 
UK to right here at Clarke. 


TERENCE DONAGHOE HALL 


FEBRUARY 21-23- 7:00PM, 
FEBRUARY 24: 2:00P.M. 


Partially fanded 
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younger children, there are| 
still a lot of funny moments 
in it that Clarke students will 
appreciate. There are some 
quite serious moments and the 
message of diversity and anti- 
bullying is something that is 
potent to all ages,” said Pieper, 
The cast members of the play| 
have been working on. thel 
Piece for a few months and will 
open the show at Clarke on 
Thursday, February 21, at 7:30) 
p.m. Following opening night, 
the cast and crew will perform 
the show at several area cle- 
mentary schools where young 
students can talk to performers 
and ask questions about the is- 
sues dealt with in the play. 


LiFe 
Clarke hard 
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Clarke students chilling in their onesies at the Atrium welcome desk. From 
left to right Erin Anthernat, Tash Redmond, Brittni Horstman, Grace Godon, 


and Seth Cory. 


cheeking his or her email is 
going to have a lot beteer Wi- 
Fi connection versus someone 
who is watching a movie, due 
to the amount of bandwidth 
that is required. “The more 
demand there is for Wi-Fi, the 
bigger the impact will be of 
potentially having a weak Wi- 
Fi connection,” said Gerhard. 
As we move on into the se- 
mester, Clarke’s IT Department 
will be adding more access 
points in Mary Frances Hall to 


Wi-Fi |SSUeS continued from page one 


help students receive better Wi- 
Fi connection. The department 
is also continuing to encourage 
students to come speak to them 
in the Keller Computer Center 
so they can help assess the Wi- 
Fi issue better by having more 
information on exactly where 
and when students are having 
poor Wi-Fi connections. “The 
more information we have, 
the better we can do at solving 
the problem,” said Gerhard. 
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Transfers: Coming to Clarke for lots of reasons 


adrienne gibbs 
staff writer 


According to Emily Kruse, 
the assistant director of admis- 
sions, Clarke brings in about 
100 transfer students each year 
in the fall and spring semesters 
combined. The ages and length 
of time in school of these transfer 
students varies. Some have only 
been to college for one semester; 
others a few years; others were in 
school a while ago and now want 
to finish their degrees. Kruse 
says the most common reasons 
for students choosing to trans- 
fer to Clarke are location, major, 
financial aid, and acceptance of 
credits. She says transfer stu- 
dents find Clarke to be a very 
transfer-friendly community to 
become a part of. Because Clarke 
brings in so many transfers each 
year, faculty and staff are famil- 


Megan Bailey 


Megan Bailey, sophomore pre- 
physical therapy major 

Where did you transfer from? 
Ashford University in Clinton, 
Towa 

What brought you to Clarke? 
“I visited the campus and re- 
ally enjoyed everything J saw. I 
felt like the biology and physi- 
cal therapy were going to be 
interesting, and I was going 
to enjoy being part of them. 
I really enjoyed everyone | 
met—everyone here is just so 
friendly. I had a good feeling 
about Clarke, a feeling that I 


belonged here.” 

Random fun facts about you: 
“T joined the soccer team, and 
have had a good time getting 
involved, and getting to know 
everyone (except for the 6 a.m. 


iar with them and know how to 
meet their needs at the univer- 
sity. Four students who trans- 
ferred here this semester discuss 
their experiences. 


ON OTHER CAMPUSES 


Nap map 


Students at the University of California-Davis Student Health & Well- 
ness Center have worked with Google Maps to mark the best spots to 
take a nap on campus. The map, posted on Reddit, pinpoints 23 spots 
with details about each of the locations. —Huffingtonpost.com 


Inflating SAT scores 


Officials at_ Bucknell University in Pennsylvania have admit- 
ted that admissions officials have inflated the school’s mean 
SAT scores for the past seven years by failing to include low- 
er scores. Mean SAT scores for incoming freshmen were in- 
flated by an average of 16 points. An inquiry revealed that 
the scores of 13 to 47 students were omitted from the SAT cal- 
culation in each year. That resulted in reported averages 7 
to 25 points higher than they actually were. In the past year, 
four other colleges have acknowledged misreporting SAT and 
ACT data, including Claremont McKenna, George Washing- 
ton, Emory, and Tulane’s business school.—Forbes magazine 


Baking the upper right into the donut 

University of Michigan senior Chris Bogdan has created a 
business based on a daily problem: “It cost me around $4.50 
to $6 for a coffee and a muffin every morning, and I had to do 
something about it,” he said. Bogdan launched Get Up and Go 
Baked Goods, which sells muffins, cookies and brownies con- 
taining the caffeine equivalent of one cup of coffee. “The idea 
is that you're killing two birds with one stone, and giving the 
customer value with energy and a baked good, with no coffee 


taste,” he said. After graduation, Bogdan plans to expand his 
“It’s commonplace to work on the business 
al,” he said. 
-USA Today 


business nationwide. > e q 
and stay up all night studying for a midterm or : 
“You have to sacrifice a lot of time to do a start-up. 


clarke courier 


Jason Davis 


weightlifting). I love being out- 
side when it is warm out, but I 
also really enjoy going to hock- 
ey games. Over the past four 
years I] have worked in an ice 
cream parlor and a bakery, but 
I really hate cooking.” 


Jason Davis, junior business ad- 
ministration major 

Where did you transfer from? 
I am a former Clarke student 
but did not graduate. I spent 
the last eight years in the mili- 
tary and my contract just end- 
ed December 19. I also went 
to Simpson College and Loras 
College. 

What brought you to Clarke? 
“T chose Clarke because I live 
in Dubuque now, was born and 
raised here, and it is a great fit 


OQ & A with 


Where do you find inspira- 
tion for your pieces? 

“Oh, all sorts of places. Ev- 
ery once in a while, I have a 
moment of synesthesia, and 
hear something based on 
what I see or what have you, 
but a lot of times ideas just 
come to me without thinking 
about it. 

Usually in those situations I 
wind up pulling out my iPod 
and recording myself hum- 
ming. (Awkward to do in a 
public space, might I add) 
Otherwise, there are times 
where I'll just sit at the piano, 
improvise, and write down 
what sounds particularly in- 
teresting.” 


Johanna Goodmann 


for me at this point in my life.” 
Random fun facts about you: 
“Tam a combat veteran and 
served as a member of the 2nd 
Ranger Battalion, which is a 
Special Operations unit in the 
army. I was deployed to Iraq 
on five separate combat tours. 
I also have completed three 
marathons and plan on more!” 


Johanna Goodmann, junior mar- 
keting major 

Where did you transfer from? 
Northeast Iowa Community 
College 

What brought you to Clarke? 
“My oldest brother and cousin 
went to Clarke and highly rec- 
ommended it, and I liked the 
fact that the class sizes weren't 
huge so there was a greater op- 


How long has music been 
your forte? 

Well, I started fiddling with 

a beginner guitar at age 5. 
Didn't do much, mind you. 
When I was 7 I got started 
with piano lessons, been 
playing ever since. I was in 
a rock band for a while in 
high school. I never actually 
thought of music as a career 
choice until junior year of 
high school. Up until that 
point I was thinking about 
business or architecture. My 
band director in high school 
got me into composition my 
freshman year. I tried my 
hand at it, and I guess I did 
pretty well. I had a few per- 
formances that year. Things 
really started to take off my 
junior year, hence the change 
in life goals. 
Are you planning on enter- 
ing any of your other com- 
positions into festivals to be 
recognized? 

I'm always entering con- 
tests. They're usually based 
on a pool of hundreds of 
great composers, but you 
never know what you will or 
will not win. alone. 

How has the Clarke com- 
munity (teachers, peers, etc.) 


Andrew Westcott 


portunity to interact with other 
students and with professors.” 
Random fun fact about you: 
“I danced for 16 years.” 


Andrew Westcott, junior 
physical education/kinesiology 
major 

Where did you transfer from? 
“T spent two semesters at Mis- 
souri State University, then 
spent three semesters at Uni- 
versity of Missouri-St. Louis.” 
What brought you to Clarke? 
“I came to Clarke to use my 
remaining three years of eli- 
gibility for soccer and to get a 
graduate degree after I finish 
my bachelors.” 

Random fun fact about you: 
“I am studying abroad in Ire- 
land this summer.” 


helped you throughout your 
process of becoming a com- 
poser and doing what you 
love? 

How haven't they helped 
me is probably a better ques- 
tion. Amy Dunker has been 
a huge part of it, both on the 
artistic side of things and the 
business side. I've learned 
how to market my music, 
and how to make the music 
better to begin with. Brian 
Burns is also a huge help; he 
is always willing to give the 
conducting perspective on 
my new pieces, and he mar- 
kets my stuff like crazy to his 
colleagues to convince them 
to perform it. My friends 
have also been a huge help. 
They're incredibly support- 
ive. Whenever I'm nervous 
for the next performance or 
lecture I have to do, they al- 
ways cheer me on. 


Adam O'Dell will be 
performing his sopho- 
more composition/ 
piano recital on Sat- 


urday, February 16 
at 7:30 p.m. in Jansen 
Music Hall. 
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From the “Courier” Archives... 


Men’s VB Update 


seth wieman 
sports editor 


The men’s volleyball team 
has begun its season starting 
off with a record of 3-3; their 
last wins coming against Saint 
Xavier College at home Jan. 24. 
The team, led by four seniors, 
Jeremy DeWeerdt, Joe Kosciw, 
Tyler Oehmen and Kris Brooks, 
has high hopes this season, and 
is trying to become nationally 
ranked. 

“This year we have a lot more 
team chemistry,” said Justin 
Mullady, junior psychology 
and social work major. “Team 
chemistry is very important in 
volleyball, without it you don’t 
know what your teammate 
might do. With these guys on 
the floor with me I can execute 
my moves because I know their 
tendencies; it makes the game 
much more enjoyable. ” 

The team also has a main 
goal, and that is going to the 
national tournament. “I think 
we have a great chance this 
year, and I am excited to see 
what is in store for the team,” 
Mullady said. 

The team also added an add- 
ed dimension this year: Fresh- 
man Kevin Fitzgibbons adds 


| 


| photo: seth wieman 
Freshman volleyball player Kevin 
Fitzgibbons wears his bear suit on 
the sidelines. 

an element of inspiration as 
well as distraction for the Cru- 
saders by wearing a bear suit 
from the show “Workaholics” 
on the sidelines during the 
game. 

“It really does have an effect 
on the other team.” said Mul- 
lady. “We see the other team 
staring at him.” The Crusaders 
have a home game coming up 
Feb.15 vs Siena Heights Uni- 
versity. 


Softball team plans to top last year 


Jordan cameron 
staff writer 

The Clarke women’s softball 
team is getting geared up for a 
successful season as they get 
prepared for their first games 
and spring break trip down in 
Clermont, Florida. 

“1 hope to make it to the fi- 
nal four in our conference and 
finish in the top half of our 
league,” said junior captain 
Maribeth Vasquez. “I expect us 
to come out stronger than we 
did last year” 


On the 
‘Street 


' Hilary Van Praag 
| staff writer 


What was your 
_worst Valentine’s 
: Day experience? 


clarke courier 


Sports management major 
Maiya Tallakson, a transfer 
from Serritos College in Cali- 
fornia, is one of many on the 
team who has high expecta- 
tions for this upcoming season. 

“Our team was picked to fin- 
ish last in our conference and 
we're using that as moliva- 
tion,” said Tallakson. “We have 
great team chemistry and are 
working hard to have a suc- 
cessful season.” 


Tips on serving food at in-house parties, circa 1938 


shelly graybill 
staff writer 


75 years ago, in 1938, Dr. 
Conway spoke to Clarke stu- 
dents and stressed the most 
important qualification for a 
career in science: focus. She 
said, “The true scientist is not 
easily satisfied. He invites criti- 
cism. He keeps abreast of the 
times by continuous reading.” 

Also, students learned about 
event planning in an eight- 
week class to help those recent- 
ly engaged. Participants heard 
about topics such as planning 
a wedding, preparing for life 
with a husband, and serving 
food for at-home parties. 

50 years ago, in 1963, Clarke 
students were excited to cele- 
brate Mardi Gras with a Shrove 
Tuesday social, however, no 
costumes or masks were al- 
lowed at the gathering. Student 
admission was 25 cents. 

Clarke student swimmers 


participated in the annual com- 
petition that occurred in the 
TDH swimming pool. 

A Dubuque attorney spoke 
about “Alcoholism and Mar- 
riage.” Louis F. Fautsch hoped 
to teach students about various 
aspects of marriage that aren’t 
typically discussed in courses 
on marriage. 

Students tested physical fit- 
ness of freshmen in biology 
class after they noticed peers 
having trouble getting up the 
stairs. One Clarke freshman 
did 90 knee bends and mea- 
sured her heart rate. A Loras 
freshman broke his foot when 
trying to pass a physical fit- 
ness test. Clarke student Mary 
Jo Birsen said she was limping 
around with knee burns fol- 
lowing a strenuous physical 
education class. 


ACTF Awards continued from page 1 


“Time Bending’ and the 
Clarke Collegiate singers will 
perform his original piece 
“High Flight” at the conference 
as well. Adam will also be giv- 
ing a lecture recital on a piece 
called “Hammerstein” com- 
posed by Michael Schelle, a fea- 
tured composer at the festival. 

“As a musician, I've always 
had that ‘Am I going to make 
it?” fear," Adam _ explains. 
"Knowing that I'm getting no- 
ticed at professional-level con- 
ferences really helps to boost 
my confidence in that regard. 
Beyond that, it's always cool 
hearing a piece go from the 
page to the hall. We just started 


rehearsing "High Flight" for the 
festival, and (to steal a phrase 
from Max McNett) ‘Watch- 
ing people rehearse material 
you've written is one of the 
coolest things in the world’." 

Also at ACTF senior drama 
major Josh McDowell scored 
a regional achievement award 
for hair and makeup design for 
“Triumph of Love.” Adjunct 
faculty Robert Neumann re- 
ceived a regional award for cos- 
tume design for “Triumph of 
Love.” Junior musical theatre 
major Traci Johnson was a fea- 
tured performer in the Musical 
Theatre Intensive Showcase. 
The entire student company re- 


ceived honorable mention for 
the load-in load-out of the set- 
ting for “The Glass Menagerie.” 
Clarke drama __ students 
will give a short presenta- 
tion about their recent ACTF 
trip on Monday, Feb. 18 in 
the Dubuque Room at 8 a.m. 
The drama students will 
discuss the adventure, pres- 
ent design competition visu- 
als, and answer questions. 


“In high school my good 
friend set me up on a blind 
date for Valentine’s Day. | got 
to the restaurant and found out 
my blind date was my cousin; 
talk about awkward. My friend 
had no idea we were cousins.” 

Kelsey Peters 


“In fifth grade I gave my 
biggest crush a Valentine. She 
was scared of me and ran off... 
without my valentine, I was 
crushed.” 

Tan Hart 


“T've never had a Valentine.” 
John Heidler 


“| tried to get back together 
with my boyfriend by making 
him dinner. He cancelled say- 
ing he had plans with his par-_ 
ents. I later found out he lied, 
to me and went on a date with 
his new girlfriend.” ° 

Danni Garcia 


